
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, September 27, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCTLORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Barbeau, Bona, Harpin (virtual), Obasohan,
Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for
approval of the minutes for the meeting of August 23, 2022. On the motion of Councilor
Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Shade, the minutes were approved 7-0 with Councilors
Barbeau and Harpin abstaining.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino addressed Council Paper 11,826 discussing how the fees keep increasing. He
also addressed 12,157 saying that unless there is enforcement for parking there will be no
difference. He also spoke on Council Paper 12,161 saying that National Recovery Month is a
good thing, but that the Mayor was sending out mixed messages for positions on marijuana.

Barbara Alexander, 89 and 110 Wells Avenue, spoke on Council paper 11,790

Without objection, the President moved Council Paper 12,161 to the top of the agenda.

12,161 Mayor’s Communication #93 requesting time to present a proclamation in
support of National Recovery Month.

The Mayor named the month of September as National Recovery Month, and read the
proclamation.

9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7, entitled Department of Public Services,
Section 7-1 1 regarding the change of permit price.



Councilor Harpin provided an update from Public Services, that was inaudible through the Zoom
recording.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by
roll call to postpone to the meeting of October 25, 2022. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by
inserting in numerical order therein the following Section 10.13.

Councilor Wilkinson provided an update from General Government giving a history of this
ordinance, and explained that the document being provided will be a good starting point.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll
call to refer the ordinance to a joint public hearing with the Planning Board. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

11,790-1 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations”, of
Chapter Z of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams.

Councilor Shade withdrew her paper without objection.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North
Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code.

Councilor Bona gave an update from Finance, explaining that they were waiting on one large
master spreadsheet of fees, rather than multiple formats.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call to postpone to
the meeting of October 25, 2022.

12,156 An ordinance to amend Chapter 8 Section 22, entitled Department of
Public Safety regarding the qualifications of Police.

Councilor Sapienza gave an update from Public Safety, describing how the committee would be
in favor of changing the in-state residency, and allow officers to live within a 25 mile radius.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to pass
to a second reading and publish as required by law. 7 yeas, 2 nays.

12,157 An ordinance to amend the entitled Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Article V.
Stopping, Standing or Parking Generally, Section 13-49 regarding parking
prohibition on certain streets.

Councilor Sapienza gave an update from Public Safety, explaining that this ordinance would
prohibit parking on the easterly side of Central Avenue.



On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by
roll call. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,172 Mayor’s Communication #96 recommending the appointment Deborah
C. Forgea to serve as a member of the Cemetery Commission for a term
to expire October 3, 2025.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll
call to approve. 9 yeas, 0 nays.

12,173 Mayor’s Communication #97 requesting time for Henry Art of the
Mohawk Trail Woodlands Partnership to provide a presentation about
their 10-year partnership plan.

Mr. Art gave a presentation explaining the revisions to the woodland partnership’s ten-year plan,
and giving a summary of the organization’s mission.

12,174 Petition from National Grid and Verizon to hold a Public Hearing for a
pole location on State Road.

The President scheduled the Public Hearing for October 11, 2022 at 7:30 pm.

12,175 Petition from National Grid to hold a Public Hearing for a pole location on
Lincoln Street.

The President scheduled the Public Hearing for October 11, 2022 at 7:30 pm.

Open Forum

Eric Wilson, St. Joe’s Court, thanked Mayor Macksey for helping people with disabilities.

Barbara Alexander, 89 Wells Avenue, thought the concept of special permits being required is
problematic.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincey Street, brought up the problem with rat infestation.

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, asked if there was any way to adjust the technology issue with
Zoom participation. He also thanked some good Samaritans.

Mayor’s Updates

The Mayor acknowledged that there was a successful weekend with the parking fee
implementation.



Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Wilkinson brought up that is dark on the way out, and thought it could become
dangerous.

Councilor Sapienza made a comment on the event parking, and that the parking ordinance went
well.

Councilor Bona mentioned that he hoped an app would be in place for events.

Councilor Harpin wondered what the street addresses were for the pole hearings, and could not
be understood.

Councilor Blackmer thought that Fresh Grass went along smoothly.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to adjourn.


